Complete resolution of postoperative hemiparesis following carotid endarterectomy with therapeutic hypothermia: a case study and literature review.
Therapeutic hypothermia is indicated in a number of traumatic brain injuries as well as for cardiovascular shock (Warner DS, James ML, Laskowitz, et al. Translational research in acute central nervous system injury: lessons learned and the future. JAMA Neurol 2014;71:1311-1318), but it has been limited in its application to acute ischemic stroke. We present the case of a 65-year-old woman with a clinical cerebrovascular accident following a right carotid endarterectomy who was treated with a 24-hr hypothermia protocol and had a full recovery. The hypothermia protocol utilized on this patient and a review of the literature surrounding hypothermia in the setting of ischemic stroke are presented.